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Julie Blackmon

Ȱ*ÕÌÉÅ "ÌÁÃËÍÏÎͻÓ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓ ÄÏÎͻÔ 
look particularly real - they're too 
staged and manipulated for that -
but she is a kind of realist 
ÎÏÎÅÔÈÅÌÅÓÓȣȱ

The First Post: News and Views that Matter

Happy Families: Domestic life is far from bliss for artist Julie 
Blackmon, by Holly Kyte



Domestic Vacations

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓȟ 
I have explored the life 
of my family and the 
lives of my sisters and 
their families at home. 
These images are not 
documentary, but, in 
various ways, a re-
creation of everyday 
moments that reflect 
not only our lives 
today, but as children 
growing up in a large 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢȱ

Artist Statement, brochure text, 
Group Portrait exhibit (2005-6), 
Photographic Resource Center,  
Boston University

© Julie Blackmon, Wicker Swing, 2008, digital print.



commentary

Ȱ*ÕÌÉÅ "ÌÁÃËÍÏÎȭÓ 
arrangements of 
multiple figures swirl 
with the energy of a 
full-house and 
celebrate fantasy 
ÁÍÉÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ

Brochure text, Group Portrait 
exhibit (2005-6), Photographic 

Resource Center,  Boston 
University

© Julie Blackmon, Candy, 2007, digital print.



Her family scenes supposedly represent the more ordinary experience, and yet 
Blackmon freely admits that her own extraordinary upbringing as one of nine children 
ÈÁÓ ÉÎÅÖÉÔÁÂÌÙ ÆÉÌÔÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȣHolly Kyte, The First Post 

© Julie Blackmon, Line Up, 2009, digital print.



process

Many of the scenes 
are set in her own 
home, with any of her 
family acting as 
ÍÏÄÅÌÓȣ 

)Æ ÏÎÅ ȰÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÒȱ ÉÓ 
not as she wishes, she 
photographs them 
separately or adjusts 
them digitally, crafting 
her composition much 
like a canvas.

Brochure text, Group Portrait 
exhibit (2005-6), Photographic 

Resource Center,  Boston 
University

© Julie Blackmon, Tinkertoys, 2010, digital print.



Julie Blackmon, Portrait, 2009, digital print.



As an artist and as a mother, I believe life's most poignant moments come from the 
ability to fuse fantasy and reality: to see the mythic amidst the chaos.

Artist Statement, Blackmon

© Julie Blackmon, Girl Across the Street,2009, 
digital print.

© Julie Blackmon, Lost Mitten,2010, digital print.


