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Message from the Chair
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Fieldwork Educator of the Year:
Amy Green

Upon arrival the first day, she thought to her-
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Perched on the very edge of his wheelchair
seat, leaning back with his feet in the air,
Melvin looked like he was going to fall any
second. No one else seemed to notice. He
always sat that way and never complained if
uncomfortable. Amy was in shock, and imme-
diately dug in to remedy his situation. Need-
less to say, Melvin was sitting better and more
secure by the end of the week.

Amy was able to produce a few other changesUCA HOStS Constraint_

but most of the changes were happening to
her. She was falling in love. The school shely,
ains veatte svones omduced Therapy Comrse

matter. She had entered a world where Prog . . .
= . : ..~ A continuing education courseonstraint In-
ductivity meant nothing and units and liabilit 9 &
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meant very little; love and a helping hangiuced erapy and Current Concepts in Neuro

lasticity ¢ Applying Evidence Based Research
however, spoke very clearly. Amy felt °"e.$ri the Clinicwas held over Homecoming week-

eéhd on Oct 23 and 24, 2009. This was a join
sent the Cynthia B. Cole Outstanding Fieldwddkon return to the U.S. Amy could not eragdfort by the Occupational and Physical Ther-
Educator Award for 2009 to Amy Green, OTEe faces of clients after 3 weeks of trying @py Departments and was @ponsored by

This award is given in recognition of outalk herself out of it, she knew she had to appIlMCITE rehab. Delivering the course were Dr,

standing performance as an occupationtd work with them fulitime. Steve Wolf and Ms. Sarah Blanton, both from
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their practice. In this spirit, Amy Green waso 2 out prior approval, billing, units, or Papelynsiraint induced therapy and the EXCITE
nominated for her exceptional contributions t(\)/vork, she goes to work every day thinkingiiona| clinical trials conducted at Emory.

the lives of her clients in the Dominican RepuB2Cul What is best for the kids. Her job |8 ijence was presented on how constraint

lic. never the same day after day. She states t_hﬁ&uced therapy and repetitive task practice

: S Ii.f.e is: not. GATSLIE 1 downfa]ls (e., NO Alfyyay induce cortical plasticity. Clinical applica-
In the summer of 2004, Amy signed up forcanditioning in 90 degree working condltlon%”ity was reviewed for optional modes of deliv-

one week mission trip, to provide services atppwer outages, sketchy plumbing, and not @ry within the clinical setting. Demonstrations
special needs school in the Dominican Repubention, no WaMart), but Amy says sh€ ..o diven.on haw tomonitlor performance
lic. She was prepared to brush up her high2 dzf Ry Qi @GN} RS GKS S M&ﬁ\é@& W]é?a%é’htic programs that incor-

school Spanish, evaluate, treat, and teach. Her porate constraint induced therapy. The second

gosl was ) GIELIEJR, [t SR WEL, b Iive; ofa day provided hands on practical training with
few kids. She would have been happy simply volunteers who had sustained a stroke, so that

Working.o.n treatment plans, instructing teach- participants could see how the principles are
ers, or fixing wheelchairs. However, Amy says a%plied and practice standardized assessments
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fudent Spotlight

Fieldwork Experience in the Dominican Republic
Morgan Hopkins & Katie Gehrki

Each occupational therapy student gets excitéithe school is a small building with3lassrooms Katie loved the sense of community the Domini-
when clinical rotations come around; Morgamith 6-8 children per classroom. The childrenans offered, they treated the girls like family.
Hopkins and Katie Gehrki had completed seveparticipated in individual treatment sessions tdhe experience gave Katie a new perspective on
Level | experiences, but their most recent rotavork on various goals ranging from writing toccupational therapy. She now feels that she has
i tion surpassed improving postural control. a better sense of being able to see where occu-
them all.

ional ther rvi re truly n . Sh
The students observed at the school three daggto al therapy services are truly needed. She

. . . as grateful for the opportunity to visit the Do-

e e S cut 2 Hinican Republic and beees e experence i
duced to overseascould not afford the school or to adults with dis-elp her throughout her practice.
opportunities by abilities or acquired injuries. The people withiBoth girls hope that this opportunity will con-
guest  speaker, the Dominican Republic have limited knowleddg@ue to be available for future students, allowing
Richard Loghry, a them to discover the true purpose of being an
graduate of the occupational therapist.
UCA OT Program
He spoke with so
much passion and
conviction about
the need in the
Dominican Repub-
lic that it was hard not to jump on a plane. H
showed pictures of some of the special nee
children that he had worked with mentioned th
possibility of using such an experience to me
Level | fieldwork requirements. Morgan an
Katie worked out the details to do just that. about disabilities and are still heavily influenced

. . by ideas of witchcraft and superstitions. Many
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of antral Arkansas Occupational Thera%ndition are too poor to pay for services.
Alumni, has a therapy room. Amy was great a

putting the students at ease. She encouragédorgan left the Dominican Republic feeling con-
the them to dive right into therapy. The girl§ident about her career choice, and arrived home
azz2y tSINYSR GKIF{G GKSwith &seRs¢ @fiipurposedBut mMoadt of| af,2skbe (1 K S
language in order to treat the children. They jugarned from these individuals and their families
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ance. Sometimes it took a while for the childreh 2 &l &% aAdG GF1S5Sa I @AttFr3IS G2 NIAasS I OKAf
to understand the directions given, but someaught her to look at the individual and not the
how, they always found a way. condition.

Congratulations

Christina Arjona, Chris Ryan, and Jenny Willey

received the
2009 Marion Q. Ross Outstanding Student Award.
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