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By: Mary Jo Cooley Hidecker, Ph.D. 

UCA graduate students, Morgan Poole and Kara Taylor, have 

collaborated on research analyzing the characteristics of children 

with cerebral palsy and their relationship to the children’s commu-

nication performance. Kara Taylor recently presented on this 

topic at the National Black Association of Speech, Language, and 

Hearing (NBASLH) in Tampa, Florida. This summer Morgan and 

Kara will give oral research presentations at the International So-

ciety for Augmentative and Alternative Communication (ISAAC) 

in Barcelona, Spain, in July and the International Association of 

Logopedics and Phoniatrics (IALP) in Athens, Greece, in Au-

gust.  Morgan Poole and Kara Taylor have been selected to 

receive American Academy for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental 

Medicine's (AACPDM) Student Travel Scholarships to the 64th An-

nual Meeting in Washington, DC, from September 21-25, 2010. They 

will present a research poster: Hidecker, M. J. C., Poole, M.L., Taylor, 

K., Paneth, N., Rosenbaum, P., & Kent, R. (2010). Functional per-

formance profiles of children with cerebral palsy. 

Morgan Poole has been awarded a Conway Regional Medical Staff 

Scholarship for the summer and fall semesters.  She was 1 of 15 stu-

dents, all of whom are pursuing careers in a variety of health related 

fields, to receive a scholarship from Conway Regional.  

 Doctoral Program Awards State’s first PhD  

The Communication Sciences and Disorders Doc-

toral Program Consortium awarded the state’s first 

ever Ph.D. degree in the field to Sheryl S. Shoe-

maker.  Sheryl’s dissertation was entitled, “The 

Impact of Dichotic Auditory Training in Chil-

dren.”  Her research mentor was Dr. Dee Lance.  

Dr. Shoemaker is currently serving as the depart-

ment chairperson in the Department of Speech-

Language Pathology and Audiology at Louisiana 

Tech University in Ruston. 

UCA SLP Students On the Rise 

Morgan Poole receiving 

the Conway Regional 

Medical Staff Scholarship 

Kara Taylor 

Dr. Dee Lance, Dr. Sheryl Shoemaker, 

Dr. Elaine McNiece, Graduate Dean 
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Capacity Crowd attends  
Spring Conference 2010 

By: Jeff Adams, M.S.,CCC-SLP 

On March 12, 2010 over 300 participants at-

tended the 27th Annual Betty Fusilier Confer-

ence on Communication Disorders held at the 

UCA Student Center Ballroom.  This continu-

ing education event is sponsored annually by the 

UCA Chapter of the National Student Speech-

Language and Hearing Association (NSSLHA). 

The keynote speaker was Dave Hammer, 

M.A.,CCC-SLP an SLP from Children’s Hospi-

tal in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He delivered a 

therapy-rich presentation on the topic of Child-

hood Apraxia of Speech (CAS).  In addition to 

providing reduced cost continuing education 

hours, the conference provides an avenue for 

UCA SLP Alumni to return to campus and re-

connect with faculty, staff, and colleagues.  The 

date for the 2011 Betty Fusilier Conference has 

been set for Friday, March 4, 2011 in the UCA 

Student Center Ballroom.  Mark your calendars 

for this great opportunity to return to UCA!  Keynote speaker, Dave Hammer speaking to the over 300 attendees. 

Ph.D. Student to Present in Greece 

Stamatela (Matina) Balou, a student enrolled in the CSD Ph.D. program was re-

cently notified that her research was accepted for a poster presentation at the 28th 

World Congress of the International Association of Logopedics and Phoniatrics 

(IALP) August 22nd - 26th held at the Athenaeum Intercontinental Hotel, Athens, 

Greece.  Her paper entitled: “Manometric Measures of Head Rotation and Chin 

Tuck in Healthy Participants ” was co-submitted by Matina’s research mentor, and 

UCA Associate Professor, Gary McCullough.   

Ariel Adams a recent speech pathology B.S. graduate from UCA received a full tuition pediat-
ric audiology award to attend Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. She plans to attend 
graduate school in pursuit of a doctoral degree in Audiology.  Ariel is also the recent recipient 
of a Student Undergraduate Research Fellowship grant from the Arkansas Department of 
Higher Education and is working on test-retest reliability of the Family Paradigm Assessment 
Scale (F-PAS). Ariel was on Dr. Mary Jo Cooley-Hidecker’s Research Team at UCA. 

Adams Receives Gallaudet Award 

http://www.adhe.edu/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.adhe.edu/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.msu.edu/user/imig/paradigm.htm
https://www.msu.edu/user/imig/paradigm.htm


PAGE 3 SPRING/SUMMER 2010 

Amanda Jill Kiddy, better 
known as Jill, is a beautiful, vibrant 
young woman.  On Tuesday, Novem-
ber 25, 2003, Jill sustained a traumatic 
brain injury as a result of a motor ve-
hicle accident in Cabot, Arkansas.  Jill 
is currently in a wheelchair, has mini-
mal voluntary control of her limbs and 
head, and uses an augmentative alter-
native communication (AAC) device 
to communicate her wants and needs.  
She uses auditory scanning and a head 
switch to make selections on her de-
vice.   Since the accident, she has re-
ceived treatment at Easter Seals in 
Little Rock, AR and Timber Ridge 
Ranch in Benton, AR.  She 
currently receives treat-
ment at the University of 
Central Arkansas (UCA) 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Center (SLHC) one day per 
week for two hours.  

When Jill was first 
assigned to my caseload, I 
was nervous and unsure of 
myself.    Prior to the first 
session, a meeting was held 
to discuss possible goals 
and the direction of ther-
apy for Jill.  As a graduate 
clinician, I was a little terri-
fied when I walked into the 
meeting to find my super-
visor, Mr. Thurman, and 
four other professors (Mr. 
Adams, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. McDaniel, 
and Dr. Hidecker) sitting around the 
table in the conference room.  At that 
moment, I knew this experience 
would forever change my life.  How-
ever, I felt relieved to know I had so 
much support from faculty, and I left 
the meeting with confidence and a 
plan for Jill. After the first session 
with Jill, I found myself constantly 
wondering what I could do to make a 
difference in her life.  The most im-
portant thing that I had to remember 
was that Jill’s mother and caregiver 
were the best sources of information; 
they spend the most time with her. 

The objective of the first 
session was to establish rapport with 

Jill, her mother, and her caregiver; 
familiarize myself with Jill’s augmenta-
tive alternative communication (AAC) 
device; and establish a plan that would 
meet Jill’s familial interaction needs 
and provide opportunities for her to 
exert more independence.  I presented 
Jill’s mother with the general direction 
of therapy, including suggestions from 
the meeting.  When baseline proce-
dures were given, Jill needed maxi-
mum cues and attempts to correctly 
select icons on her device.  As the 
semester progressed, Jill continued to 
improve on word-finding and auditory 
comprehension tasks.  One day Jill’s 

mother and caregiver forgot to bring 
her earpiece, so we were “forced” to 
let the device scan aloud.  That was 
one of the best sessions we had all 
semester.  Jill needed fewer cues and 
fewer attempts to select correct icons 
on her device than in any of our previ-
ous sessions.  Her mother and I inad-
vertently discovered that letting the 
device scan aloud gave us the oppor-
tunity to adjust the timing of our ques-
tions so that Jill did not have to com-
pete with our voices and the voice of 
her device.  We were elated!  Since 
then, we have opted to permanently 
let the device scan aloud.  Jill has had 
so much success!  Currently, she re-
quires three or fewer cues and five or 

fewer attempts to select the correct 
icon on her device.  For icons such as 
“hello” or “goodbye,” she requires 
zero cues and only one attempt to 
select the correct icon.  On auditory 
comprehension tasks (answering yes/
no questions), Jill is currently at 100% 
accuracy. 

The good news does not end 
there.  During a game of Oral Motor 
Alien Fun, a game that targets various 
oral motor exercises, Jill was able to 
force air of out her mouth in an at-
tempt to approximate /k/.  This was a 
huge accomplishment for Jill.  She 
smiled at the praise given by the clini-

cian and her caregiver.  
On March 30, 2010, Jill 
phonated while laughing 
at a YouTube video of a 
comedy clip from the 
Blue Collar Comedy Tour.  
During a meeting with 
my supervisor, I dis-
cussed possibly taking 
Jill’s phonation during 
laughter and shaping it 
into voluntary voicing.  
We both decided it was 
worth a try.  I consulted 
with Dr. Gary McCul-
lough to make sure this 
would be a feasible task 
and he also stated it was 
worth a try.   In our last 
sessions, I asked Jill’s 

mother if she would be open to the 
idea of shaping Jill’s laughter into vol-
untary phonation; she quickly agreed. 

We initiated the process of 
contacting Prentke Romich to see if it 
is possible to upgrade Jill’s device.  We  
also collaborated with Mrs. Linda 
Moore and her Assistive Technology 
class in an effort to provide Jill with 
environmental control for her radio 
and television.  In the future Jill’s in-
voluntary vocalizations during cough-
ing and/or laughing will be shaped 
into voluntary phonation.  We will 
also try various other vocal exercises 
in an attempt to teach Jill to voluntary 
adduct her vocal folds for phonation. 

Finding a Voice for Jill    

By: Radiah Reynolds, B.S. Graduate Clinician  
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“persistent vegetative state.”   

Still noticing him trying to 

respond, they pursued PT 

and SLP services.  Private 

insurance agreed to let him 

have trial therapy services in 

North Little Rock’s St. Vin-

cent Rehabilitation Center. 

All that driving from north 

central Arkansas to Little 

Rock improved his ability to 

handle stimulation.  After six 

months of rehabilitation, in-

surance released him from 

outpatient therapy, but his 

speech therapist saw potential 

and arranged for him to at-

tend UCA Speech Language-

Hearing Clinic.  He attended 

sessions to learn how to op-

erate a speaking device called 

a Vanguard II.  He was slow 

and limited to head move-

ment as he operated it by la-

ser light with reflective tape 

on his forehead.  He later 

learned how to move his left 

hand to operate it.  At nine 

months, he was alert enough 

to start mouth, lips, and 

tongue movements.  He has 

improved to a point where he 

has even started speaking full 

sentences.  Since attending 

the UCA SLHC as a client, 

Bradley has traveled to the 

west coast three times and 

Florida once.  He does this 

during his clinic semester 

breaks.  He has started hob-

bies such as keeping a salt 

water aquarium and he has 

a pet parrot.  He now en-

joys playing board games, 

which he learned while at-

tending speech lessons at 

UCA.  The students always 

change his lesson plans, 

which he always looks for-

ward to his next session. He 

can be a jokester, so games 

provide an excellent outlet 

for him to express his per-

sonality.  Brad has a very 

good memory from the past, 

but he is more focused on 

the future as he continues to 

make important gains with 

his communication skills.  

 Bradley Moore, 47, is 

married to Cindy and has five 

children.  His youngest, Lisa, 

graduated high school this 

year. On June 3, 2005 Brad 

and his wife were on their 

way to Relay for Life to cele-

brate her three years of being 

cancer free, and their 10th 

wedding anniversary.  That 

evening they were injured in a 

motorcycle accident.  

Cindy broke her shoulders 

and Brad was in a coma. 

He suffered a traumatic 

brain injury (TBI) that left 

him fighting for his life.  

He was sent to Mt. 

Vernon Acute care in 

Missouri.  He was there 

for five months and then 

transferred to a nursing home 

in Marshall, AR.  Even 

though he had been coma-

tose this whole time, Cindy 

and his mother-in-law, Ei-

leen, could still recognize his 

ability to communicate.  

Sometimes he used eyebrow 

movement and other times 

he used his left leg.  This was 

always in response to a ques-

tion.  After five months in 

the nursing home, Cindy de-

cided to bring him home.  He 

was still labeled as being in a 

Meet Bradley Moore…….              By: Cindy Moore, Wife of Bradley Moore 
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Q: Where do you work, and how 

long have you been there? 

A:  I work in Conway Public Schools.  

I have been with CPS since 2005.  I 

worked one year at Florence Mattison 

International and am now serving Julia 

Lee Moore and Woodrow Cummins 

Elementary schools. 

Q:  How long have you supervised 

graduate SLP students from UCA? 

A: I have supervised students from 

UCA since the fall semester of 2006.  

(4 years) 

Q:  What do you enjoy most about 

your position as an SLP?   

A: As a speech pathologist in the pub-

lic schools, I enjoy the diversity of the 

children I am able to serve.  I get to 

target a variety of areas to help enable 

the students to be successful in their 

educational career.  I also enjoy the 

awesome network of SLPs with whom 

I work with in the Conway Public 

School District. 

Q: Are there benefits to supervising 

students for clinical experiences? 

A: Yes, there are benefits to supervis-

ing students for clinical experience.  

First, I believe it keeps an open line 

between UCA and myself, allowing 

me access to the most current educa-

tional information.  In this field, you 

are ALWAYS learning and I may learn 

new things from my student clinicians 

as well as them learning from me.  

Second, it is fun to see student clini-

cians take their educational back-

ground and knowledge & apply it in a 

real world setting.  Lastly, it allows you 

to develop a network of support for 

when you get a job.  I am still close 

friends with Glenda Brownlee, MY 

public school supervisor.  As a matter 

of fact, I emailed her a question just 

the other day. 

Q: What is the funniest experience 

you have had with a client and/or 

clinic student in your career? 

A: I had a student clinician go get a 

student first thing one morning and he 

pulled the fire alarm on the way back 

to my room.  The school quickly 

learned they did not have a key to turn 

off the alarm. 

Q:  What do you expect from your 

clinic students?   

A: I expect my students to come pre-

pared.  I also expect there to be ques-

tions along the way – this is a learning 

experience for the student.  Depend-

ing on the student clinicians clinical 

semester, I also like to see a level of 

independence in each of my students. 

Q: Any family updates? 

A:  I live in Conway with my husband 

of 7 years, TJ, 3 year old daughter 

Reagan and dog Cosby 

Alumni Spotlight: Nicole Slough, M.S. ‘97 
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Lacie Bruick 

Lori Brush 

Jeanne Burks 

Catherine Carroll 

Lori (Hux) Davis 

Jessica DeCicco 

Sarah Hall 

Nicole Hooten 

Lindsy Jones 

Corey (Neff) Kramer 

Cecelia Lambert 

Callie Loewen 

Natalie McClellan 

Traci Miller 

Krystal (West) Owen 

Beth Richards 

Sametria Robinson 

Erin Sanders 

Maegan Shelton 

Paige Stanton 

Andrea Torrence 

Marcia Walker 

Morgan Wilkins 

 

 May 2010 M.S. Graduates 

NSSLHA Officers Selected for 

2010-2011  

Results from the  2010-2011 NSSLHA of-

ficer elections revealed the following out-

comes: 

 

President:            Michaela McClelland 

Vice Presidents:      Mary Beth Allinson 

            Krista Noechel 

Secretary:             Hannah Nolan (not 

            pictured) 

Treasurer:             B.J. Arnold 

From L to R:  Bj.J. Arnold, Krista Noechel, Micheala McClelland, Mary 

Beth Allinson 

http://www.nsslha.org/


UCA NSSLHA Volunteers at the 11th 
Annual Therapeutic Recreation  

Arts Festival 

L to R:  UCA NSSLHA Advisor Jeff Adams, Samantha Small, Kelli Wil-

son, Shaye Rowland, Sara Porterfield, Sarah Unwer, B.J. Arnold 

Where are you and what are you doing? Please let us know what is happening in your personal and profes-

sional life (i.e. babies, marriages, promotions, relocations, honors/awards etc.) for inclusion in the next edi-

tion of the SLP Alumni Newsletter.  Fill in the blanks and mail it to the UCA Speech-Language and Hearing 

Center Box 4985, 201 Donaghey Ave., Conway, AR 72035; or fax to (501) 450-5474, or email Jeff Adams 

(Newsletter Editor) at jadams@uca.edu. 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  First    Last    (maiden) 

Degree Year(s)_________________________  Home Address:  

_______________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________                

_______________________________________________ 

Check Here if new address: _____________________________________________________ 

News: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reconnect 


