
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. John Toth joined the Department of 

Sociology in July of 2008 as an Associ-

ate Professor of Sociology and Chair. 

After a three-year tour in the U.S. Army, 

he graduated summa cum laude in 

1991 from Youngstown State University 

with a double major in German and So-

ciology.  He received his Ph.D. in Sociol-

ogy in 1998 from Mississippi State Uni-

versity.  Prior to joining UCA he was the 

Chair of the Department of Sociology/

Anthropology at Hendrix College.  

Department Welcomes New Chair  

Sociology Department News  

Internship In Washington, D.C.  
Sociology major, Shannon 

Cleveland, has returned 

from Washington, D.C. 

where she completed an 

internship at a non-profit 

advocacy group this past 

summer.  Ms.Cleveland re-

ceived a $6,000 scholarship 

from The Washington Center 

for Internships and Aca-

demic Seminars to fund her 

internship and class.  Once 

a week, she attended Es-

sentials for Aspiring Lead-

ers:  A Washington, DC Per-

spective. 

Ms. Cleveland interned at 

the Amputee Coalition of 

America and on her second 

week with the ACA she par-

ticipated in a lobby day on 

Capitol Hill where the coali-

tion spoke to a number of 

Congressmen's legislative 

aids asking support for a bill 

on prosthetic parity.  This 

bill would require insurance 

companies to insure ampu-

tee's prosthesis and ser-

vices on par with Medi- 

(continued on page 2) 

Notices:  

Sociology Club 

meets during x-

period in Irby 

308 on the first 

and third Thurs-

day of each 

month. 

Sociology Club 

membership 

dues are $15.  

You will receive a 

t-shirt upon pay-

ment. 

Anthropology  

Club meets dur-

ing x-period in 

Irby 315 on the 

first and third 

Tuesday of each 

month. 
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After nearly eight years as Chair of 

the Department of Sociology, Dr. 

Janet Wilson, decided to return to 

faculty status.  During the transi-

tion she will be on Sabbatical in the 

Fall 2008 term serving as editor of 

The Praeger Handbook of Victimol-

ogy, and will return to teach in the 

Spring 2009 term.  Dr. Wilson will 

teach Research Methods, Theory, 

Victimology and Internship.  



care.  Ms. Cleveland lobbied 

in Senate offices including 

those of Mark Pryor and 

Elizabeth Dole.  She also 

attended the press confer-

ence on the Americans with 

Disabilities Act amendment 

where she met Representa-

tive Jim Langevin from 

Rhode Island who is the only 

congressman in a wheel-

chair.  She received tickets 

from the House majority 

leader's office to attend the 

vote on that bill on the Rep-

resentatives floor in the 

Capitol.  

Ms. Cleveland's adventures 

in Washington, D.C. included 

sightseeing at the National 

Zoo, the Natural History Mu-

seum, the Smithsonian Air 

and Space Museum, and 

visits to the major monu-

ments.  She attended the 

Fourth of July fireworks un-

derneath the Washington 

Monument. She was able to 

take side trips to both Atlan-

tic City, New Jersey where 

she saw the ocean and Bal-

timore Maryland where she 

toured the civil war ship the 

U.S.S. Constellation.     

When asked about her sum-

mer, Cleveland stated, "My 

experience in Washington, 

DC has truly changed the way 

I view myself and my fu-

ture.  I feel more confident in 

myself and I'm looking for-

ward to the success that I see 

me achieving." 

author of one of three win-

ning essays.  

After graduation, Ms. Amos 

plans to continue working as 

a mental-health technician 

counseling children with 

severe behavioral problems-

- a career that applies skills 

from both her Psychology 

major and Sociology minor.  

Veronica D. Amos, senior 

sociology minor, is a recipi-

ent of a Fall 2008 UCA 

Women's Book Scholarship 

for non-traditional female 

students.  Ms. Amos re-

ceived $250.00 in funds 

from  UCA University Women 

(a non-profit organization) to 

help purchase her 

books.  Ms. Amos was the 

Internship  continued from page 1  

Scholarship Recipient  

Outstanding Students Named  
òThe Relationship of Social 

Factors and the Change in 

Crime in Arkansas from 2000 

to 2005.ó  He is currently at-

tending law school at U of Að 

Fayetteville.  

 

 

 

 

Melissa McChesney, senior 

sociology major, was selected 

by the faculty of the Depart-

ment of Sociology as the Kathe-

rine Hinson Outstanding Sociol-

ogy Student Award recipient for 

Fall 2008. Melissa is currently 

finishing her Honors Thesis on 

academic persistence of UCA 

freshmen.  She plans to take a 

year off and then enter gradu-

ate school in the Fall of 2010.  

Jeremy Disotell was 

selected by the fac-

ulty of the Depart-

ment of Sociology as 

the Katherine 

Hinson Outstanding 

Sociology Student 

Award recipient for Spring 

2008.  While attending school 

full-time, Jeremy served as an 

officer with the Conway Police 

Department.  Jeremy's sociol-

ogy honors thesis was entitled 
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If you are 

considering 

Sociology for a  

major please 

set up an 

appointment 

to speak with 

Mr. Beacham. 

cliffb@uca.edu 



 

Dr. S. Lynne Rich was invited 

and attended the XVII Interna-

tional AIDS Conference in Mex-

ico City in August.  AIDS 2008 is 

convened by the International 

AIDS Society (IAS), the worldõs 

leading independent associa-

tion of HIV professionals.  Cen-

tral to the conference is the 

transfer of knowledge and shar-

ing of best practices.  Those in 

attendance included such digni-

taries as former President Bill 

Clinton, the President of Mexico 

Felipe Calderon Hinojosa, and 

the Secretary-General of the UN 

Ban Ki-Moon. As a delegate for 

the United States, Dr. Rich and 

colleague Dr. Robertson, pre-

sented their research, funded 

by an N.I.D.A. grant 

(R01DA17509), on the influ-

ence of family and partner on 

unprotected sex among 170 

adolescent girls with a history 

of incarceration. Their analyses 

revealed, for example, that 

although family support is a 

protective factor for adolescent 

females, the influence of male 

partners and alcohol use has a 

greater impact on condom 

use.  Their hope is that the find-

ings may one day be integrated 

into the design of HIV preven-

tion programs for this adoles-

cent population.  

Update: 30 December 

Elijah is growing 

quickly.  He currently 

weighs 12 1/2 pounds 

and is sitting up.  Mr. 

Poe is now sleeping 

through the night. 

Be sure to congratu-

late Mr. Wade 

Poe.  He welcomed 

Elijah, his third 

child, and second son 

in July.  Elijah 

weighed 2 pounds 3 

ounces. 

International AIDS Conference   

A New Baby 

Paper Published  
interpreting new trends and 

patterns in globalization. 

Published on a quarterly 

basis, this journal attempts 

to do this from many points 

of view, from many locations 

in the world, and in a wide-

angle kaleidoscopic fashion.  

"Impacts of Global Economy 

and Womenõs Employment 

in the Informal Economy on 

Family Violence" by Dr. Rifat 

Akhter, Assistant Professor 

of Sociology, has been ac-

cepted for publication in the 

fall 2008 edition of The 

Global Studies Journal. 

Global Studies Journal is 

devoted to mapping and 

Department News  

UCA will host the 

Arkansas 

Sociological and 

Anthropological 

Undergraduate 

Research 

Symposium  in 

April.   
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Dr. Brian Campbell took a 

group of students to Belize 

and Honduras for three 

weeks in May.  The group 

explored the country of Hon-

duras, passed through Gua-

temala by bus, and traveled 

throughout Belize.  They 

visited an agricultural festi-

val, anthropological and 

historical sites, ecological 

parks, government offices, 

nongovernmental organiza-

tion headquarters, muse-

ums, national parks, and 

many other sites. They 

learned about the ecology 

and cultures of the region 

with local experts, while en-

gaging in exploratory hikes, 

canoe trips and spelunking 

expeditions.  

Dr. Campbell stated, òWe 

learned very much about 

ourselves, 

our relation-

ship to the 

environ-

ment, and 

the inter-

connections 

between 

conspicu-

ous con-

sumption in 

developed 

countries 

and social and ecological 

degradation in the develop-

ing world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sociology Club recently 

met to set the clubôs agenda 

for the year and to choose its 

officers for the 2008-2009 

school year.  Those elected 

are President, Casey Padgett, 

Vice-President, Holly Kirby, 

Treasurer Rachael Wright, 

and Kristyn Osborne, Secre-

tary.  All officers are senior 

sociology majors. 

Central America Study Abroad  

Sociology Club Names Officers  

(CAAH!) Conserving Arkansasõs Agricultural Heritage  

dred people attended, and 

upwards of three or four 

hundred varieties were ex-

changed. Many people from 

different walks of life 

and different age 

groups got ac-

quainted, exchanged 

seeds, and shared 

stories about their 

gardening experi-

ences, family farming his-

tory, and of course, their 

varieties of seeds. 

"One for the cut worm, one 

for the crow, one to rot, and 

one to grow" 

http://arkansasagro.wordpress.com/ 

The Inaugural CAAH! Seed 

Swap on March 1, 2008 at 

the Ozark Folk Center in 

Mountain View, AR was a 

great success.  We estimate 

that approximately one hun-
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UCA students 

who are 

interested in 

social issues 

may join the 

Sociology 

Club. Email Mr. 

Beacham at 

cliffb@uca.edu 

http://arkansasagro.wordpress.com/


Dr. Brian Campbell, an-

thropology professor at 

UCA, is organizing pro-

jects for the fall to engage 

students and the public in 

an awareness of the car-

bon footprint burden of 

transporting food thou-

sands of miles versus eat-

ing locally grown food as 

well as the extinction of 

innumerable varieties of 

local and foreign cultivars 

during the 20th Cen-

tury.  Called the ò100 Mile 

Diet,ó the project will give 

students a concrete way 

of acting upon what they 

have learned about the 

troubling loss of genetic 

diversity in agriculture 

world-wide by participat-

ing in goal-setting activi-

ties and reaching out to 

other clubs and members 

of the UCA student body 

to recruit volun-

teers.  They will combine 

research and public ser-

vice by cultivating endan-

gered seeds; developing 

websites and databases; 

working with non-profit 

organizations to promote 

a òbasket-a-monthó pro-

analysis of Western scientific medi-

cine and traditional Ozark healing 

practices. Dr. Brian Campbell of the 

UCA Sociology Department will 

serve as faculty mentor for the 

research. 

Yeager also worked on an archaeo-

logical dig excavating a Hellenistic 

Pirate Cove on the Western side of 

Crete.   

Yeager is pursuing Bachelor of 

Science degrees in Sociology and 

Sydney Yeager of Smackover, a 

senior at the University of Central 

Arkansas in Conway, has been 

awarded a Student Undergraduate 

Research Fellowship (SURF) by the 

Arkansas Department of Higher 

Education.  The grant is for the sum 

of $2650.00 and UCA will match 

$1250.00 in funds. 

 

Yeager's in-depth research project 

Which Doctor is the Witch Doctor? 

is a comparative ethnomedical 

History along with a double minor 

in Anthropology and Interdiscipli-

nary Studies, UCA Honors College.  

She is the daughter of Jim and 

Crystal Yeager of Smackover. 

òEating Locally:  The 100 Mile Dietó  

Student Receives SURF Grant  

State Expo to be held in 

Little Rock on October 17, 

2008.  Preliminary ideas 

for the public exhibition 

include a òtaste-testó of 

locally-grown food and a 

visual and participatory 

way for children and their 

parents to see the cost of 

food in terms of dollars 

and cents and energy 

consumption to produce 

and transport the 

goods.  If you would like 

to get course credit for 

working on the Natural 

State Expo 100 Mile Diet 

exhibition, sign up for Dr. 

Alison Hallõs Museum 

Anthropology course.     

gram, and participating in 

anthropology club fund-

raising activities 

(including a competition 

and sale of dried gourd 

birdhouses). Last but not 

least, they will plan and 

implement a hands-on 

exhibition for children and 

families at the Natural 

Department News  

UCA students 

who would like 

to participate in 

the 

Anthropology 

Club or simply 

keep informed 

about club 

activities may 

email Dr. 

Campbell at 

brianc@uca.edu.  
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in the World Cultures and 

Humanities Institute in the 

College of Liberal Arts, and 

distributed to the public at a 

Seed Swap.   

The project is further bol-

stered by a $2632 grant from 

the University Research 

Council that will allow Dr. 

Campbell to pursue more 

theoretical interests regard-

ing the applied project that 

documents, propagates, 

saves, and distributes rare 

crop varieties.  The specific 

question explored in this 

research is what procedures 

are taken, if any, to prevent 

cross-pollination among open

-pollinated varieties that tra-

ditional Ozark seed-savers 

grow.  The grant also allows 

for continued on-site analy-

sis, propagation, and dis-

"Conserving Arkansas's Agri-

cultural Heritage"  The CAAH! 

project developed by Dr. 

Brian Campbell and directed 

collaboratively with Dr. Alison 

Hall has been awarded a 

$2000 grant from the Arkan-

sas Humanities Council to 

continue to document tradi-

tional varieties of crops in the 

Ozark region of the state of 

Arkansas. The research 

seeks to document the his-

torical, cultural, culinary, and 

agroecological characteristics 

of the varieties and house 

this information in a data-

base and interactive web-

site.  In addition, the seed 

varieties will be propagated 

in campus, community, and 

local farmer-gardener plots, 

harvested and saved in a 

campus seed bank (housed 

semination of uniquely 

adapted varieties of crops 

here in the state of Arkan-

sas.   

 

 

Dr. John F. Toth, Chair 

306I Irby Hall 

 

Phone: 501-450-5665 

Fax: 501-450-5185 

E-mail: jtoth@uca.edu 

UCA SOCIOLOGY 

 

The degree of Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science, 

with a major in sociology, requires the completion of 

124 hours, including the general education component, 

degree requirements, major requirements listed below, 

a minor worked out with a minor advisor, 40 upper divi-

sion hours, and a minimum 2.0 GPA overall, in the ma-

jor, and in the minor. Students may declare a major in 

sociology after they have completed SOC 1300 with a 

grade of C or better.  

Grants Awarded  

We are on the web!  

www.uca.edu/sociology/ 


